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Abstrak: Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui jenis kutipan yang digunakan 
oleh para mahasiswa dalam menulis skripsi, dan apakah jenis kutipan yang mere-
ka pilih digunakan secara konsisten. Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti menggunakan 
metode deskriptif. Penelitian ini dilakukan di Program Study Pendidikan Bahasa 
Inggris, Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan, Universitas Tanjungpura, Ponti-
anak. Objek penelitian ini adalah skripsi yang ditulis oleh mahasiswa yang lulus 
pada tahun 2012. Ada lima skripsi yang dianalisa dalam penelitian ini.  Ada 393 
total kutipan. Data menunjukkan bahwa beberapa jenis kutipan diaplikasikan 
didalam penulisan skripsi oleh mahasiswa. Jenis kutipan ini antara lain APA, 
FKIP Untan, Indonesia, dan Individu atau jenis yang tidak biasa. Jenis kutipan 
yang sering digunakan oleh penulis adalah jenis kutipan tidak biasa (144 kutipan 
atau 37%), dan jenis kutipan yang paling sedikit digunakan oleh penulis adalah 
FKIP Untan (32 kutipan atau 8% dari 393 kutipan).  
Kata kunci: Jenis Kutipan, Skripsi 
 
Abstract: This research aims to describe the reference styles encountered in 
English undergraduate theses and whether or not they are consistent in applying 
the chosen styles. This study was a descriptive study. This research was conducted 
in English Language Education Study Program, Teacher Training and Education 
Faculty, Tanjungpura University, Pontianak. The objects of this research were the 
theses written by the graduates who completed their study in 2012. There were 
five theses being the sample of this study. The data numbered 393 references. The 
findings showed that the various styles of reference were applied in the theses. 
These styles of reference were APA, FKIP Untan, Indonesian, and personal/ 
uncommon reference style. The reference style most frequently used was the 
personal/uncommon reference style, (144 references or 37%), and the least fre-
quent style was FKIP Untan reference style (32 references or 8% of 393 refe-
rences). 
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n a college, students may be required to write a research-based thesis in order to 
graduate from their faculty. In Indonesia, a thesis is formally-known as skripsi. 
Writing a thesis uses many supporting ideas from other sources in order to support 
the writers’ argument for or against idea. In order to support the writers’ idea, 
firstly they need to find information related to the topic from books, articles, 





authors by quoting or paraphrasing.  
When citing one’s work, it is necessary for the writers to refer to the 
sources. Acknowledging the sources in writing a paper is called referencing. It is 
the academic practice when acknowledging the sources of information or ideas 
written in a paper. Hadi (1988) claimed, “It is common for opinions, ideas, con-
cepts, hypotheses, points of view, and conclusion of a research of other authors 
being referred, studied, criticized, or strengthened”. This is in line with Lipson 
(2006) who argued why sources should be cited in a paper. The arguments are (1) 
to give credit to others’ works and ideas, whether they agree with them or not; (2) 
to show the readers the materials, which base on the writers’ analysis; (3) and to 
guide the readers to the materials used so they can examine it by themselves and 
for their further reading. Moreover, it is a basic requirement to show details of the 
sources of the information, ideas, or arguments, in order to avoid plagiarism. 
References are included whenever the writers quote someone else’s works. Refe-
rence also includes when the writers rewrite or summarize someone else’s works 
in their own words. 
There are many styles of referencing. The styles can be based on certain 
fields like education, language and literature, business, history, humanity, science, 
chemistry, medicine, nursing, engineering, physics, anthropology, and many 
others. However, the chosen style depends on the writers’ field, faculty pre-
ference, or personal preference. Lipson (2006) classified major reference styles 
into Chicago, MLA, and APA. APA stands for American Psychological Asso-
ciation, and it is commonly used in education, psychology, social work, nurse, 
business, and many other sciences. On the other hand, MLA stands for Modern 
Language Association. It is commonly used in the language and literature fields. 
In the same case, Chicago style is used in literature, history, arts, sciences, and 
social sciences (University of Chicago, 2010, p. 655). 
 Regarding to these, students in education faculty are supposed to use APA 
reference style. Furthermore, beside reference style provided by some association, 
a faculty may have its own preference in using referencing style. Teacher Training 
and Education Faculty of Tanjungpura University (FKIP Untan), has a guideline 
for the students to make reference in their thesis writing. The students were given 
a handbook entitled Pedoman penulisan karya ilmiah (2007) at their first semes-
ter, and this style is called FKIP Untan reference style. This book guides the 
students how to write a thesis, including making a reference and bibliography. 
Since the faculty has the defined style, the students must use it in writing their 
thesis. Another style of reference is called Indonesian reference style that refer to 
the style that commonly used in Indonesia. Though the reference style is not 
officially acknowledged, but many writers use the similar format of reference 
style which is specific to this country.  
In an academic writing, consisency of using certain style of reference is a 
must. Lipson (2006, p.7) defined consistency in using one style as to “stick with 
the same abbreviations, capitalizations, and does not mix styles within a paper”. In 
this study, consistency means that the writers used one style of referencing 
throughout the papers, books, or theses. 




faculty’s preference, Indonesian, and personal reference style. Students in English 
Language Education Study Program used various styles through their theses. 
 
METHOD 
This research is a descriptive study. It describes the colleced data. This 
research entitled Descriptive Study on Reference Style of Thesis Written by the 
Students of English Language Education Study Program, Teacher Training and 
Education Faculty, Tanjungpura University.  
The population of this research is the theses written by the students of 
English Language Education Study Program graduating in 2012. Based on the 
data taken from the Academic Section of Teacher Training and Education Faculty 
of Tanjungpura University in 2012 there were 62 theses. This number was too big 
for an undergraduated students to analyse. Therefore, only some of the population 
taken as the sample. The sample is purposive. Purposive sampling takes the 
sample based on particular considerations such as the limit of time, energy, 
budget, and so on (Arikunto, 2002). There were aspects that defined the sample. 
Firstly, the data are students’ theses, and they would be analyzed from first 
chapter to the bibliography. It consumed much time to analyze one thesis. Second-
ly, the research was conducted in and during the working hours of Tanjungpura 
University  Library; the theses could not be taken home or copied. Due to these 
reasons, the sample of the study number five. 
The research procedures include: 
a. Choosing the sample 
In this step, five theses were selected. 
b. Rewriting references into a table 
The references were rewritten from the five theses into tables. Each thesis has 
different number of references. Thesis A has 60 references, Thesis B has 120 
references, Thesis C has 82 references, Thesis D has 57 references, and Thesis 
E has 74 references. In total, there were 393 references of five theses. 
c. Categorizing references  
The references were categorized into APA, FKIP Untan, Indonesian, and Per-
sonal/Uncommon. Then, they were computed to have the number and 
percentage of each reference category. The style of reference with the biggest 
number/ percentage is considered as the most frequently used by the students 
in their thesis writing. At the end of the study, the reference style consistency 
was also discussed 
.  
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
In analyzing the styles of reference used by the students in their thesis, the 
references can be categorized into APA, FKIP Untan, Indonesian, and Personal/ 
Uncommon reference style. Uncommon/Personal reference style is a category for  
references that does not belong to the three categories mentioned above. The 







APA Reference Style 
There were 90 references written in APA reference style or 23% of 393 referen-
ces. There was only one reference from the bibliography of the five theses that 
was written in APA reference style. The examples of references written in APA 
style can be seen below: 
(1) According to Savignon (as cited in Hinkel, 2005) the essence of 
communicative language teaching is the engagement of learners in 
communication to allow the learner to develop their communicative 
competence. 
 (Source: Thesis A #09) 
(2) These issues can often be traced to a lack of preparation by students (Howard 
& Henney, 1998). 
(Source: Thesis A #21) 
(3) Kao, S.M., & O'Neill, C. (1998). Words into worlds: Learning a second 
language through process drama. Stamford, CT: Ablex Publishing 
Corporation. 
      (Source: Thesis E #53) 
 *note : 
grey  part of reference that defines the style. 
 
FKIP Untan Reference Style 
There were 32 references written in FKIP Untan reference style or 8% of 393 
references. In fact, there was no reference in the bibliography of the five theses 
written in FKIP Untan reference style. The example of references written in FKIP 
Untan reference style can be seen below: 
(4) Urdan (2005) who define descriptive study is used to describe the character-
ristics of a given set of data. 
                 (Source: Thesis A #26) 
(5) As Nunan (1991: 189) points out “teacher talks is a crucial importance, not 
only for the organization of the classroom but also for the processes of acqui-
sition”. 
                 (Source: Thesis B #17)  
(6) According to Boey (1975: 112), English as a foreign language is “only 
thought as a subject in school and is being the target language when it is 
taught in a country where it is not the mother tongue f any community within 
it”. 
(Source: Thesis B #1) 
 
Indonesian Reference Style 
There were 127 references written in Indonesian reference style or 32% of 393 
references. Unlike APA and FKIP Untan reference style, Indonesian referen-ce 
style was frequently found in the bibliography of the five theses. The example of 
references written in Indonesian style can be seen below: 
(7) Simbolon et al (1999:32) state that general form of hypothesis is different 
from the hypothesis of formal researches. 




(8) This is due to the verbal interaction during which information, inter-pretation 
and critical thinking are exchanged (Galanes and Brilhart, 1997). 
(Source: Thesis A #17) 
(9) Achugar, Mariana. 2008. What We Remember. Philadelphia: John Benjamins 
Publishing. 
(Source: Thesis C #48)  
 
Personal/Uncommon Reference Style 
There were 144 references written in personal/uncommon reference style or 37% 
of 393 references. Similar to Indonesian reference style, personal/uncommon 
reference style was also typically found in the bibliography of the five theses. The 
example of references written in personal/uncommon style can be seen below: 
(10) According to Dunne, Elisabeth and Bennett, Neville (1990, p.8) small group 
give a way to the students in improving their ability to share their idea. 
         (Source: Thesis A #1) 
(11) Learning is the process whereby knowledge is created through the 
transformation of experience (Kolb, 1984:38) cited in Chris Watkins (2007) 
         (Source: Thesis A #5) 
(12) John W.Best (1997:166) defines descriptive study as follows: 
“A descriptive study describes and interpret what it is. It concerns with the 
condition or relationship what exist, opinions that are held, process that are 
going on, effects that are evident, or trends that are developing. It is 
primarily concerned with parents, although it often considers past events 
and influences as they relate to current condition.” 
                            (Source: Thesis A #28) 
(13) Banister, S. (2005). Research in Education. Retrieved on May 10, 2010. 
From http://www.apa.org?apa-style. 
                   (Source: Thesis A #31) 
(14) Cohen, Louis., Manion, Lawrence and Marrison, Keith. 2000. Research 
Method in Education. Routledge Falmer, London and New York. 
                   (Source: Thesis A #34) 
Above all, the styles of reference frequesntly used by the students in their thesis 
writing can be seen in the table below. 
 
Table 1 Numerical Summary of Reference Styles Used by The Students 
in Their Thesis Writing 
Category APA FKIP Untan Indonesian Uncommon  TOTAL  
Total 










   
The result showed that personal/uncommon reference style are the most 
common reference style applied by the students in their theses. It can be assumed 




reference style but written incorrectly by the writers.  Some references could be 
categorized to APA or Indonesian reference style but because they did not match 
to the correct format, they turned into personal/uncommon reference style. Below 
is explanation of references for each thesis. 
 
Thesis A 
The writer used three reference styles in his thesis; they were APA, FKIP Untan, 
and Indonesian reference style. In some references, the writer used past tense; 
pointed out, stated, which is required by APA style guideline. In addition, the 
writer also used double quotation marks to enclose the direct quotation.  
(1) Luoma (2004) pointed out that “on the basis of what people hear, they make 
some tentative and possibly subconscious judgments about the speaker’s 
personality, attitude, home region, and native/non-native speaker status”. 
In secondary source reference, the writer included the original author of a citation 
together with author’s name and publication year of the work cited. To 
differentiate the original from the secondary author of a citation, APA reference 
style requires a phrase as cited in between the original author and author’s name 
of the secondary source followed by the year of publication of the secondary 
source.  
(2) According to Savignon (as cited in Hinkel, 2005) the essence of 
communicative language teaching is the engagement of learners in 
communication to allow the learner to develop their communicative 
competence. 
Another reference consisted of two authors and was placed at the end of the 
sentence. The writer used ampersand & instead of and to separate both authors, 
and this way is APA reference style. 
(3) These issues can often be traced to a lack of preparation by students (Howard 
& Henney, 1998). 
Beside APA reference style, there were also 24 references written in Indonesian 
reference style. In order to describe page number in reference, the writer used 
colons after the year of publication instead of abbreviation (p.).  
(4) Hatch and Lazaraton (1991:51) define variable as an attribute of a person, text 
to text, object to object, or from time to time.  
(5) Effective learning occurs when the teacher is invisible happens when people 
are willing to be vulnerable occurs when students take an active role in their 
learning experiences happens after failure does not need a teacher to give 
students knowledge happens when the teacher throws out her plans is when 
classroom management brings about a positive atmosphere where students 
want to learn (Watkins, 2007:5) 
FKIP Untan reference was also found in this thesis. The references were not 
quotation, but information about certain experts or authors in order to support the 
writer’s ideas. In FKIP Untan reference style, author-date format is only used for 
references which respect an expert not quoting.  




characteristics of a given set of data. 
(7) Banister (2007) who adds descriptive study is the method which provides 
important base for looking analysis and interpretation. 
Beside these styles, Personal/Uncommon reference style was encountered in this 
thesis. The three reference styles (APA, FKIP Untan, and Indonesian reference 
style) do not require writers to put author’s full name in text citation. Considering 
the way the writer wrote the page number, it seemed that the writer wanted to use 
APA reference style, but wrongly wrote the authors’ name and made the reference 
turned into Personal/Uncommon reference style. 
(8) According to Dunne, Elisabeth and Bennett, Neville (1990, p.8) small group 
give a way to the students in improving their ability to share their idea. 
It’s should be: 
According to Dunne and Bennett (1990, p.8) small group give a way to the 
students in improving their ability to share their idea. 
Most references in bibliography were written in an uncommon reference style. As 
well as the discussion before, the writer might mistakenly write the format and 
made the references turned into an uncommon style. In the example below, the 
writer enclosed the publication year with parentheses, which is typical to APA 
reference style, but the title was written in head-capital letter, which supposed to 
be capital only for the first word of the title. Moreover, APA referen-ce style does 
not require the writers to include the retrieval date. This reference could also be in 
Indonesian reference style, but the writing of publication year should be without 
parentheses. In short, the writer mixed the reference into two reference styles, 
APA and Indonesian reference style.  
(9) Banister, S. (2005). Research in Education. Retrieved on May 10, 2010. 
From http://www.apa.org?apa-style. 
It’s should be: 
APA:  Banister, S. (2005). Research in education. Retrieved from 
http://www.apa.org?apa-style. 
Indonesian:  Banister, S. 2005. Research in Education. Retrieved on May  
10, 2010. From http://www.apa.org?apa-style. 
Another mistake was writing the publisher and the publishing place in reverse 
order.  
(10) Cohen, Louis., Manion, Lawrence and Marrison, Keith. 2000. Research 
Method in Education. Routledge Falmer, London and New York. 
 
Thesis B 
The writer used three styles of reference, APA, FKIP Untan, and Indone-sian 
reference style. There were 31 references written in APA reference style. For 
instance, the reference number 4, 5, 10, and 14, the writer used past tense to intro-
duce the quotation: found, said, defined, etc. Moreover, the writer enclosed the 
citation with double quotation marks. This format is in line with what APA 
reference style requires the writers to do. 





(12) Ellis (1984) defined teacher talk “as the language produced by teacher 
addressed to the students in classroom interaction serving two functions that 
is pedagogical and communicative”. 
FKIP Untan reference style was frequently found in this thesis. There were 27 
references found in this thesis. FKIP Untan reference style was frequently found 
when references were written together with page number. FKIP Untan reference 
style was also used when the writer did not quote a work but showed respect or 
introduced author of the works in ordered to support his ideas.  
(13) According to Boey (1975: 112), English as a foreign language is “only 
thought as a subject in school and is being the target language when it is 
taught in a country where it is not the mother tongue f any community within 
it”. 
Indonesian reference style was also found in this thesis. It was used for eight 
references in the thesis. Some references had turned into an uncommon style. 
There were about four encountered in the text citation and 50 were encountered in 
the bibliography. In other words, 50 of 51 references in the bibliography were 
written with personal/uncommon reference style. The researcher assumed that the 
writer were trying to use APA reference style, but he did not know how to make 
reference list correctly based on APA reference manual. The references could be 
written in Indonesian as well by omitting the parentheses of the publication year.  
(14) Atkinson, D. (1993). Teaching Monolingual Classes: Using L1 in the 
Classroom, Harlow: Longman Group Ltd. 
It’s should be: 
APA: Atkinson, D. (1993). Teaching monolingual classes: Using L1 in the 
classroom, Harlow: Longman Group Ltd. 
Indonesian:  Atkinson, D. 1993. Teaching monolingual classes: Using L1 in 
the classroom, Harlow: Longman Group Ltd. 
In addition, the error was not only in the title of the work, but also in the biblio-
graphy of the work cited from a journal. For the work cited from journal, both 
article’s title and journal’s title are included in bibliography. The article title 
should be written before the journal title, and it is not italicized while the journal 
title should be italicized. However, the writer wrote it in reverse.  
(15) Al-Nofaie, H. (2001). The Attitudes of Teacher and Students Towards Using 
Arabic in EFL Classrooms in Saudi Public Schools: A Case Study. Novitas-
Royal: Research on youth and language, 4(1), 64-95. 
It’s should be: 
Al-Nofaie, H. (2001). The attitudes of Teacher and students towards using 
Arabic in EFL classrooms in Saudi Public Schools: A case study. Novitas-
Royal: Research on Youth and Language, 4(1), 64-95. 
 
Thesis C 
Unlike the previous theses, this thesis had more references written in Indonesian 
reference style. There were about 57 references written in this style. In contrary, 




rences were written in APA reference style, and one reference was written in 
FKIP Untan reference style. 
There were two types of references written in APA reference style; author-date 
reference and two-authors-in-parentheses reference. 
(16) In line to this, Richards (2008) stated that “listening can provide input that 
triggers the further development of second-language proficiency.” 
(17) “Action hypothesis is an assumption drawn from knowledge and theory 
which is used as a guide in the investigation of facts and theory. It concerns 
the solution of some particular problem” (Chandra & Sharma, 2007) 
On the other hand, FKIP Untan reference style was only found in reference 
Number 6, that is, the page number was spaced between the publication year and 
the page number. 
(18) Wallace (1998: 243) states that “listening is the fundamental language skill 
that influences the development of other skills in the language.”  
Uncommon reference style was frequently found in this thesis. There were about 
21 references that had turned into uncommon style. In text citation, the most type 
of references that turned into uncommon style was secondary source referen-ce. 
The writer included publication year of original work into reference while it 
should be only for the secondary work. 
(19) Rivers, 1981 cited in Chitravelu, Sithamparan and Soo (1995:39) stated “We 
listen twice as much as we speak, four times as much as we read and five 
times as much as we write.” 
(20) In line to this, Wajnryb (1990, cited in Hongmei, 2009:59) stated that 
“dictogloss is the group work that makes dictogloss potential for creating 
conditions for developing communication strategies.” 
It’s should be: 
Rivers, cited in Chitravelu, Sithamparan and Soo (1995:39) states we listen 
twice as much as we speak, four times as much as we read and five times as 
much as we write. 
In line to this, Wajnryb (cited in Hongmei, 2009:59) states that dictogloss is 
the group work that makes dictogloss potential for creating conditions for 
developing communication strategies. 
Uncommon reference style was also encounteted in the bibliography. In some 
references that had more than one author, the writer did not use conjunction and to 
separate the authors. This made readers confuse about how many authors the 
references had. 
(21) Amarain, Shirin. Anaia, Lapae. Kamaya. 2009. Text Form and Features: A 
resource for intentional teaching. Jakarta: Umbrella Corporation. 
 
(22) Chandra, Soti.S. Sharma.R. 2007. Research In Education. New Delhi: Atlan-
tic Publishers & Distributors (P) Ltd. 
(23) Chitravelu, Nesamalar. Sithamparan, Saratha. Choon The Soo. 1995, ELT 
Methodology Principle And Practice. Shah Alam: Fajar Bakti SDN. BHD. 




mon style because the writer only coppied the URL from the internet without 




The most frequently encountered style in this thesis was APA reference style. 
However, other styles of reference were also found in this thesis. It could mean 
that the writer was trying to write the reference in APA reference style 
consistently, but wronged in some point and turned into other styles, as example 
below:  
(25) Rubric specifies the standard of a skill that the students should achieve. 
Richards and Cheeks in Brewer (2004) says: 
A rubric is developed to specify the qualities of a given performance (e.g. 
writing selection on an oral report) and used to determine how closely the 
performance meets those standards. (p.215) 
Considering the way the writer provided the page number, this reference is 
supposed to be APA reference style. However, APA reference style does not 
require writers to separate a direct quoatation from the text if it is less than 40 
words. In fact, the quotation had only about 30 words, the citation should be 
placed together with the text and enclosed by double quotation marks. Personal/ 
Uncommon reference style was also encountered in the text citation. The 
researcher assumed that the writer wrongly included full name of the authors’ 
works. 
(26) The British Philosopher John Stuart Mill in Scott (2000) has divided into two 
groups, they are five to seven age children and eight to ten age children. 
It’s should be: 
The British Philosopher Mill as cited in Scott (2000) has divided into two 
groups, they are five to seven age children and eight to ten age children. 
In contrast, the bibliography of this thesis is written in Indonesian reference style 
consistently. 
(27) Brewer, J. A. 2007. Introduction to Early Childhood Education. New York: 
Pearson Education Inc. 
(28) Brown, H. D. 2004. Language Assessment Principle and Classroom Practi-
ces. New York: Longman.  
 
Thesis E 
There were 18 references written in APA reference style, 20 references written in 
Indonesian reference style, one reference was in FKIP Untan reference style, and 
35 references were written in Personal/Uncommon reference style. For reference 
which has two authors and is placed at the end of a sentence, the writer used 
ampersand & instead of and which is typical of APA reference style.  
(29) Communication is generally defined as having both a verbal and nonverbal 
component. Whereas verbal communication often refers to the words which 




communication that is produced by some other ways than words (eye contact, 
body language, or vocal cues, for example) (Knapp & Hall, 2002).  
Another example of APA reference style in this thesis was separating references 
in the same parentheses; APA reference style requires using semicolons, and com-
ma to separate authors and publication year.  
(30) Suggestions have been made that drama activities promote genuine 
communication in the second language classroom (Holden, 1982; Wessels, 
1987).  
Some reference were written in FKIP Untan reference style. The reference applied 
a space to separate the publication year from the page number, and also used 
double quotation marks to enclose the quotation.  
(31) According to Slade (1954: 23), “the drama needs to work with the body, 
working the words, the expression, and at the same time, working with 
different roles inside different situations and contexts”. 
Indonesian reference style was also encountered in this thesis. It was a reference, 
which used et al to describe multiple authors. Considering the writing of et al, it 
was Indonesian reference style, because FKIP Untan reference style does not give 
the students guide to write reference with multiple authors, and APA requires 
using period after al (et al.).  
(32) Ary, et al (1985) say that descriptive studies are designed to obtain 
information concerning status of phenomena; the aim is to describe what exist 
with respect to variables or condition in a situation. 
However, there were also uncommon reference style found in this thesis. The 
writer used authour’s fullname in the cited text. It should be only the last name of 
the author(s). Another type of reference that was written in uncommon style 
concerned an e-mail address to describe the reference taken from an e-mail. It 
should to be the name of the e-mail user, and e-mail address was only placed in 
reference list.  
(33) Scoring the student’s performance based on the rubric which adapted from 
kewen@valenclacc.edu (2006). 
 
Table 2 The Accumulation of Reference Style Used in the Theses 
Thesis Reference Styles 












































CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
Conclusion 
To sum up, the data showed that students used not only one reference style 
when writing their thesis. They applied various but unconsistent styles, such as 
APA, FKIP Untan, and Indonesian reference style, and some references that were 
written incorrectly and turned into uncommon reference style. From the accumu-
lation of five theses, it can be seen that the most frequent style of reference used 
by the students was uncommon style, which meant that the style was not one of 
the style mentioned above (APA, FKIP Untan, and Indonesian reference style). 
The writer assumes that the students did not really understand and know about the 
style of reference they preferred. They frequently mixed APA and Indonesian 
reference style in one citation and made it turned into uncommon reference style. 
Hence, this matter turned the students to be unconsistent in using the style of 
reference they preferred. Consequently, prefer one style of reference and be 
consistent on it impacts students’ writing style become more tidy and smooth.  
 
Suggestions 
The findings of this research reveal that there are some aspects to be 
concerned, they are: (1) students should use one reference style belongs to their 
fields and be consistent on it, (2) Faculty or department to be fully consistent or 
determining one certain reference style as the standard in writing thesis, so that 
the students do not need to determine themselves which reference style to use.  
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American 
Psychological Association (6th ed). Washington: American Psychological 
Association. 
Lipson, Charles. (2006). Cite right: A quick guide to citation styles – MLA, APA, 
Chicago, the sciences, professions, and more. Chicago: The University of 
Chicago Press.  
Sutrisno Hadi. (1988). Bimbingan menulis:Skripsi thesis. Yogyakarta:Andi Off-
set. 
Teachers Training and Education Faculty Tanjungpura University. (2007). 
Pedoman penulisan karya ilmiah. Pontianak: Teachers Training and Educa-
tion Faculty. 
The Modern Language Association of America. (2009). MLA handbook for the 
writers of research papers (7th ed). New York: The Modern Language Asso-
ciation f America. 
University of Chicago Press. (2010). The Chicago Manual of Style (16th ed). Chi-
cago and London: University of Chicago Press. 
 
